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Open Call for the PERSEUS Training Course on the Implementation of the Continuous Plankton Recorder (CPR) within the Mediterranean
Dear colleagues,

This is to inform you that a call is open for application for the Training Course on the Implementation of the Continuous Plankton Recorder (CPR) within the Mediterranean and the Black Sea, supported by PERSEUS FP7 Project (www.perseus-net.eu) and run by the Cyprus Institute (CyI). The Course aims to train individuals, as well as to transfer knowledge and allow sharing and diffusion of technological expertise, among partners and beyond the PERSEUS project consortium on CPR and build the foundation for its future implementation in the Mediterranean and the Black Seas. 
Conditions for application:

1. Who may apply: The call is open for scientists, technicians and PhD students within the PERSEUS partner Institutes and even hailing from outside the PERSEUS partnership/consortium. In particular, this call targets highly motivated young or senior scientists, currently working on plankton research, taxonomy and ecology or coming from institutions participating in plankton assemblage monitoring exercises. A background in plankton research is required, as the Course envisages to advance monitoring skills rather than developing them.
2. How to apply: Please fill in the Application form at the end of this document
3. Deadline for applications: 20th June 2015
4. Dates for training are between the 28th and the 30th of September 2015 (selected participants are expected to be in Nicosia latest by the evening of the 27th September, and not to depart prior to the morning of the 1st October 2015) 
5. Venue of training: The Cyprus Institute, Nicosia, Cyprus, New Technology Laboratories Building.
6. Please send your application in electronic format to the Physical Oceanography Unit of the University of Malta Prof. Alan Deidun (alan.deidun@um.edu.mt) 
Other Information:

· The applicants will be selected by the Scientific Committee of the Course, whose members are the following:
Carlos Jimenez, Cyprus Institute

Rana Abu Alhaija, Cyprus Institute

Joaquin Tintore, SOCIB

Alan Deidun, University of Malta

Nikos Streftaris, HCMR

Vangelis Papathanassiou, HCMR

· The successful applicants will be personally informed about the outcome of their application, while the list of successful applicants will also be posted on the PERSEUS website, by the 15th July 2015 by the latest.
· The grant will cover flights to and from Cyprus, transfers from and to the airport and from the hotel to the venue, lodging and meals, but not claims for personal health problems or for theft of personal belongings. It is suggested that the participants acquire travel insurance or to confirm if their “work” insurance covers their visit to Cyprus.
1. TECHNICAL DETAILS OF THE TRAINING COURSE
After a brief introduction to plankton ecology and monitoring systems, the workshop will provide holistic information regarding all the aspects of the Continuous Plankton Recorder (CPR) survey including (but not limited to): obtaining and maintaining a CPR device, choosing and operating a route, and CPR sample analysis methods. Participants will have the opportunity to take part in demonstrations, gain hands-on experience of CPR sample handling and analysis and initiate a network for future CPR research collaborations on a regional scale.
2. RATIONALE/MOTIVATION BEHIND THE TRAINING COURSE
The proposed training course aims to establish a native (Mediterranean) capacity in operating the Continuous Plankton Recorder (CPR). This objective is especially significant considering that, despite the CPR protocol and equipment being designed almost a century ago, with routine CPR collections in the North Sea kicking off in 1931, it has, since then, been mainly deployed in the Atlantic and Pacific Oceans. 
By fostering such a native CPR-handling capacity, PERSEUS seeks to address the glaring lacuna of any considerable CPR deployment within the Mediterranean by scientists, and has sown the seeds for future regular CPR-mediated plankton monitoring efforts in the same Basin and in the Black Sea.
APPLICATION FORM

PERSEUS Training Course on the Implementation of the Continuous Plankton Recorder (CPR) within the Mediterranean
Grant Agreement No. 287600 

	Name of Applicant
	

	E-mail
	

	Phone
	

	Fax
	

	Institute
	

	Position
	

	Short CV (limited to 2 pages. Please continue on a separate page if necessary). The following information should be included in your short CV: 

(1) previous research experience on zooplankton, including titles of previous University studies and training courses followed; (2) A maximum of 5 publications you were involved in on thematics related to the study of plankton communities and (3) your current work position
	


Finally, please indicate why you have chosen this specific course and describe what you hope to achieve, professionally and personally, by completing it. 
